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University
requests tuition
freeze from
state legislature

New year
sees new
legislation
in senate

Pastides asks
subcommittee for
more state funding

Lobbying resolutions,
finance bill introduced
in weekly meeting

Hannah Jeffrey

Hannah Jeffrey

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC P re sident H a r r i s
Pa st ide s a sked for $10.1
m i l l ion f rom t he st ate
government Wednesday, so
the university can take what
the university calls a “tuition
timeout.”
The $10.1 million request
is equivalent to a 3-percent
tuition raise, which would
cover ret i rement , hea lt h
insurance and salary costs;
this gap has been bridged
by t u it ion co st h i ke s i n
years past. The money
would be spread across all
eight campuses in the USC
system.
If the request is approved,
Pastides promised to give
state leg islators credit in
tuition letters to students.
While addressing a state
Hou se Way s a nd Me a n s
subcommittee, Pastides said
the university could not fi nd
t he last t ime t u it ion had
stayed the same from one
year to the next, even though
s t a f f me mb er s r e v ie we d
tuition costs from the past
25 years.
A l t h o u g h l a s t y e a r ’s
tuition increase of a little
more t ha n 3 percent was
the lowest increase in recent
history, Pastides said it was
not enough.
Instead of bringing several
requests to the committee,
a s Pa s t id e s s a id he w a s
advised to do, he opted to
ask only for state funding for
the tuition freeze, straying
from requests made in past
years.
“ To d a y i s a h i s t o r i c
moment for ou r f lag sh ip
u n iversit y a nd for Sout h
Carolina’s government,” he
said. “I hope we can agree
it’s not time for business as
usual.”
A ccord i ng to t he U. S.
News and World Report,
USC ranks among the most
efficient universities in the
countr y, but it’s far lower
on the list when it comes to
its financial resources per
student, he said.
“It’s not fair, and it’s not
in the best interest of our
working families,” he said.
“ T h at ’s w h y I ’m a s k i n g
you for a tuition timeout.
I think that’s a step toward
accountabilit y-based
f u nd i n g, a nd it ’s a s t e p
toward fair funding.”

Four pieces of legislation
were introduced at the student
senate’s Wednesday meeting,
including two resolutions to
support efforts to lobby the
state General Assembly.
One resolution supports a
collaboration between USC
and the legislature to keep
tuition costs down, after years
of tuition increases.
The second supports an
effort to oppose the A ntiLEED Standards Bill, which
would eliminate the state’s
use of the LEED efficiency
standards. The guidelines were
used in the construction of
the Honors Residence Hall,
Patterson Hall and West Quad.
A bill that would let the
senate f ina nce com m it tee
div v y up funds for student
orga n izat ions was also
introduced. The bill would
allow Student Government
to change how it distributes
money, moving away from one
big bill to cover all student
organizations each semester to
a rolling funding model. The
change would let organizations
ask for money throughout the
year.
I n order to solidif y t he
number of staffers and their
roles for executive positions,
the responsibilities and specifics
of executive officers’ staffs were
outlined in a bill that would
revise and restructure the 100
codes, those pertaining to the
three executive offices.
However, this legislation
was carried over to next week’s
meeting, due to changes that
will be made this week.
Senate also tested a new
voting system for the upcoming
elect ions, which w ill take
place on Self Service Carolina
instead of the VIP system.
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Men’s tennis
travels to
Starkville,
Miss., to
play in ITA
Kick-off
SEE PAGE 8

MEET
CHEF
GREENE
Hannah Cleaveland / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Corey Greene traveled to South Carolina from London when he saw there was an opening at
Sodexo at USC. Greene said he has been adjusting to South Carolina well after his move.
workdays and six-day weeks required by
many restaurant and hotel jobs.
Green is a classically trained chef in
French cuisine and an alumnus of the Art
Institute of Atlanta; he worked in Atlanta
for two years before taking his fi rst job as
a chef.
G r e e n’s r e s u me a l s o i nc lude s t he
Waynesville Inn Golf Resort & Spa in the
mountains of North Carolina, where he
worked as the executive chef for two years;
running his own restaurant in Camden;
and working for two-and-a-half years in
London.
The quantity of food prepared at USC is
very different than what Green dealt with
during his fine dining experience, he said.

Classically trained chef
comes to cook at USC
Natalie Pita

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Corey Green, the new executive chef of
Russell House’s Grand Market Place, left
London for Columbia in a heartbeat.
“I’m originally from South Carolina, so
I’m a Gamecock fan,” Green said. “I saw
this post at Sodexo, and I jumped at the
chance. It’s definitely a great opportunity.”
Green has been at USC for one month,
but he has 17 years of experience working
in the culinary business. For him, working
at Sodexo is a break from the 16-hour
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Haley focuses on jobs, schools
Governor passes over higher
education, focuses on K-12
Amanda Coyne

ACOYNE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

While Gov. Nikki Haley touted big
plans for K-12 education across the
state, South Carolina’s public colleges
and universities went unmentioned
in her 2014 State of the State address
Wednesday night.
Less than 12 hours earlier, USC
President Harris Pastides asked Haley
a nd t he st ate gover n ment for a n
increase in public funding in order to
freeze tuition rates and make higher
education more accessible.
St at e R e p . Ja m e s S m it h , w ho
represents the district in which USC
lies, delivered the South Carolina
Democratic Party’s response to Haley’s
address. He later said that omission
indicated that higher education was not
on the governor’s list of priorities.
“ W hat she clearly does not
understand is what the value of higher
education means to our economy,”
Smith said. “The fact that it is missing
from her speech shows she’s clearly not
interested.”
It was the second consecutive year
that higher education was absent from
the State of the State address. But also
for the second year in the row, Haley

Word Frequency in Gov. Haley’s State of the State

K-12 education

15

jobs

12
7

ethics

7

welfare

4
2

Obamacare
American Idol

0 higher education
celebrated South Carolina’s economic
successes, pledged to keep gas taxes
low and make income taxes lower and
called for reform of the state’s K-12
school systems.
But she began the policy-oriented
portion of her speech by praising the
passage of a bill that will create a state
department of administration and
eliminate the state Budget and Control

Compiled by Thad Moore
Illustration by Annie Parham
Board. That board, which currently
oversees state agencies’ spending,
almost caused a delay in the start of the
year-long Women’s Quad renovation
project last spring. Haley was glad to
see the board go, calling it the “big,
green, ugly monster.”
Haley said she sees more construction
STATE • 2
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South Carolina scam
Columbia airport faces
Woman stabbed in neck
snow delays, cancellations at Greenwood pork plant makes way up East Coast
The Columbia Metropolitan A irport faced
fl ight delays and cancellations Wednesday after
snow fell across the Northeast, according to The
State.
I n c o m i n g f l i g h t s f r o m N e w Yo r k a n d
Washington were canceled, and f lights leaving
Columbia to New York and Philadelphia saw
delays of up to four-and-a-half hours.
Connecting fl ights out of Charlotte and Atlanta
saw delays as well, though fl ights to those airports
were mostly on time.
While airports organize stranded passengers
and deal with the snow left from the storm over
the next few days, more delays are expected.
Passengers are encouraged to check the status
of incoming and outgoing fl ights with airlines and
at http://columbiaairport.com.
—Hannah Jeffrey, News Editor

A Carolina Pride pork plant employee was stabbed
by a coworker during a fight involving a hog stomach,
according to FOX Carolina.
Greenwood police reports say two women were in
the slaughtering room of the plant when they began to
argue.
Johnnette Brown, 19, allegedly stabbed the victim
in the neck after, Brown told police, the other woman
hit her with a hog stomach; the stabbing victim denied
hitting Brown.
During the argument, Brown held a pair of scissors
like an ice pick and stabbed the other woman in the
neck, according to police.
The victim said there were no hog stomachs on the
table, which was confirmed by a witness, police said.
Brown was later arrested and charged with attempted
murder and possession of a weapon during the
commission of a violent crime.
—Hannah Jeffrey, News Editor

A credit card scam that started in South Carolina and
the Southeast has made its way up to New York City
and across the country, The Associated Press reported.
Devices planted on gas pumps copied credit and debit
card numbers and used the information to take more
than $2 million from unknowing customers.
According to Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus R.
Vance, those behind the scheme installed the devices,
which also recorded PIN numbers, in gas stations in
South Carolina, Georgia and Texas.
The suspects opened new bank accounts, forged new
cards, withdrew cash in New York, deposited it in bank
accounts and took it out again from banks in California
and Nevada.
Four suspects pleaded not guilty to various charges
including money laundering on Tuesday, and nine
others are expected to be arrested.
—Hannah Jeffrey, News Editor

STATE • Continued from 1

SG candidates announced
The filing period for Student
Government elections ended
Wednesday, yielding three
candidates for president, two
for vice president and two for
treasurer.
The majority of senate seats
will go uncontested in the
upcoming election, aside from
those the Darla Moore School
of Business and the College of
Pharmacy. Nine candidates will
run for seven business seats,
and three will run for the two
available pre-pharmacy seats.
Student Government
elections will take place on
Feb. 18 and 19 on my.sc.edu.
—Compiled by Hannah
Jeﬀrey, News Editor

PRESIDENT
- Jameson Broggi - thirdyear political science student
- Christopher “Chris”
Sumpter II - third-year
criminology and criminal
justice student
- Lindsay Richardson - thirdyear political science student
VICE PRESIDENT
- David Leggett - secondyear economics student
- Donnie Iorio - third-year
management science student
TREASURER
- Natalie Hageman - secondyear business student
- Ryan Harman - third-year
business economics student

projects on the horizon for South
Carolina. The governor called for
more infrastructure improvements
statewide while promising that the
f unds would not come f rom an
increase in gas taxes, as some have
proposed in the past.
“South Carolinians are about to
see orange cones popping up all
across our state. It’s a beautif ul
thing,” Haley said. “You might ask
the question, ‘How do we pay for
it?’ And my answer will be, ‘Not by
hiking taxes.’”
Haley said she would veto any bill
raising taxes on fuel. The pledge
was met with strong applause.
Haley also called for t he
e l i m i n at io n of t he 6 p e r c e nt
individual income tax bracket, citing
a recent income tax reduction in
North Carolina. That would save
some taxpayers $29 per year.
T he gover nor ded icated a
significant portion of her speech
to the disparities in K-12 education
and classroom resources across

BUDGET • Cont. from 1
Past ides sa id he
thought the proposal
has been met w it h a
“g e n e r a l l y p o s i t i v e
response” and has been
“ m a k i n g h e a d w a y,”
though it is still early.

South Carolina. She juxtaposed
her daughter ’s h igh school —
Lexington’s newly built River Bluff
High School, which is equipped
with 72-inch televisions in every
classroom — and her former high
school in Bamberg, which did not
have v ideo equipment during a
recent visit by Haley, as examples of
the drastic discrepancies.
Some South Carolina schools
do not even have Internet. Haley
said this would be remedied with
new wiring accompanied by upto-date technological tools. She
also pledged support for increased
literacy, calling for a reading coach
in every elementary school to ensure
that “no child leaves the third grade
unable to read.”
The t h ird g rade is a cr it ical
point for child literacy, Haley said,
because “children who cannot read
proficiently by the end of the third
grade are four times more likely to
not graduate high school on time.”

State Rep. B.R.
Skelton , R-P ic ken s ,
who made similar
tuition suggestions to
universit y presidents
in t he past, t hanked
Pastides for his efforts
to f reeze t u it ion
costs. Skelton said he

DG

was “sick and tired of
taxing education.”
A side from t he
t u it ion t imeout , t he
universit y also asked
t he com m it tee to
approve a $3.4 million
reque st t hat wou ld
allow students to use
l o t t e r y s c h o l a r s h ip
aw a r d s y e a r -r o u nd ,
including during
summer terms.
Of f icia ls have sa id
t hat f reeing up state
scholarships for a third,
s u m mer seme ster is
key to that program’s
success.
DG
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CHEF • Continued from 1
“Usually with fine dining, you don’t
do over 100 people,” he said. “So
here it’s more student-focused, more
volume-focused.”
Though he is now busy preparing
meals for a lot more people, Green has
had a smooth transition into his new
position at the Russell House.
“I’ve been around t he business
for a long time,” he said. “A kitchen,
whether with 100 people or 10,000,
it’s pretty much the same thing and
the same mechanics.”
Green’s favorite part about his new
job is the energy of the students and
the energ y of the staff. He enjoys
working with the Russell House staff,
some of whom have been working at

USC for as long as 35 years.
“ T h i s c a mpu s i s l i k e t on s of
excitement,” he said. “I’m glad to
be here as a representative of the
Universit y of South Carolina. It’s
a special t ime for t his campus, I
believe.”
A chef t radit ionally t rained in
French cuisine, Green’s favorite meal
to prepare is leg of lamb with steak
fries and Bearnaise sauce.
And despite only recently taking
over as executive chef, he already
enjoys working at USC.
“O vera l l, I’ve been here for a
month,” he said, “and I think it’s going
to be a really great fit for myself.”

www.dailygamecock.com
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Check out our fashion blog:

boots & bows
on dailygamecock.com

Takeout can eat up your savings.

SHE SNORES MORE
THAN I DO, BUT I STILL
LOVE MY HUMAN.
— BANDIT
adopted 11-26-09

Pack your own lunch instead
of going out. $6 saved a day
x 5 days a week x 10 years
x 6% interest = $19,592. That
could be money in your pocket.
Small changes today. Big bucks
tomorrow. Go to feedthepig.org
for free savings tips.

Interest Meetings
Spring 2014
Get experience and build up your resume

Study Abroad
Fair Spring 2014
Kelsey spent her semester studying
English and ﬁne arts in Canterbury,
England. So can you. See it for yourself.

dailygamecock.com
Interested in newspaper production, reporting, writing, editing, photography,
layout, design, website management, public relations or advertising?

TUESDAY

January

28

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Russell House Ballroom
Join us to learn how you
can study, intern, research
or volunteer abroad, and
see the world for yourself.

Wed. Jan. 15
6 p.m., RH 305

Mon. Jan. 20
6 p.m., RH 305

Thurs. Jan. 16
6 p.m., RH 305

Tues. Jan. 21
6 p.m., RH 305

COME TRY OUR MOST POPULAR FLAVOR!

SOUR

SKITTLES

@HookahSpot5pts

sgtv.sc.edu

wusc.sc.edu

Interested in video production,

Interested in broadcast media,

editing, distribution, website

radio production, announcing,

management and working with

music reviewing, promotions,

industry-standard equipment and

website management or

organization?

public affairs?

Thurs. Jan. 16
8 p.m., RH 203

Wed. Jan. 22
7 p.m., RH 203

Tues. Jan. 21
8 p.m., RH 203

Tues. Jan. 28
7 p.m., RH 203

Wed. Jan. 22
8 p.m., RH 203

The University of South Carolina is an equal opportunity institution.

Hours: Tue-Fri 12pm-3pm & 6pm-12am
Follow us on twitter to learn more about us
and all our special events coming up!
617 Harden Street Columbia, SC 29205

Russell House, room 343
803-777-3888
www.sa.sc.edu/studentmedia
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Tuition freeze boon for in-state students
ISSUE
Pastides urged the state to
pay for a tuition freeze.
OUR STANCE
The proposal would benefit
many South Carolinians.
USC President Harry Pastides
on Wednesday made his annual
march to t he State House to
p r e s e nt t h i s y e a r ’s f u nd i n g
r e q ue s t s f or t he u n i ver s it y.
A longside a few smaller
initiatives, he pitched the big one:
a $10.1 million influx to keep the
university’s in-state tuition at the
same price for the 2014-15 school
year.
P u t s i m p l y, t h i s “ t u it i o n
timeout” is exactly what USC
needs, and it’s to Pastides’ credit
t hat he recognizes it. Wit h a
swelling enrollment, it is vital
that USC remains a place that the
average South Carolina native can
afford.
To put the timeout in context,

Pastides said that the university
literally couldn’t find records of a
time when the school did not raise
its tuition over the course of a
year, going back as far as 25 years.
So, at the very least, it is safe to
say that this is big in a good way.
Pa s t id e s h a s a l s o t a k e n a
relat ively novel approach at
getting the “timeout” passed.
Instead of pushing for a large
number of funding propositions
w it h t he hope t hat some get
t h r ou g h , w h ic h i s s t a nd a rd
practice, Pastides has put all of his
proverbial eggs (and future USC
students’) in one basket.
By keeping his proposal modest,
however, he seems to have a better

“Put simply, this ‘tuition
timeout’ is exactly what
USC needs and it’s to
Pastides’ credit that he
recognizes it.”

chance at winning the state’s favor.
In truth, he isn’t asking for much
when one considers how expensive
some of t he maintenance and
construction requests have been
the past few years.
This year’s request for a tuition
freeze would cost the state $10.1
million. Last year’s request to
renovate Hamilton College cost
about the same.
So we’d ask: Which does more
to benefit South Carolinians?
After Gov. Nikki Haley failed
to mention higher education in
her State of the State address later
in the evening and after years of
deep cuts to funding for colleges
a nd u n iver sit ie s , t he st ate’s
support for higher educat ion
doesn’t do much to inspire hope.
We hope Haley and the General
Assembly will find the resolve,
and the money, to fund a fairly
modest request — one that will go
far for South Carolina’s students.

Circumcision: the torture they forget
Parents should not
decide for children
Circumcision, in its male form,
is granted a wide berth in society
because of religious tradition.
Abrahamic law demanding that
the male penis be intentionally
mutilated is an ancient and wellestablished custom.
W h ile moder n med ici ne
likes to cloak t he pract ice in
terms of t he “hyg ienic,” it is
well known to diminish sexual
pleasure. The ancient Jew ish
writer Maimonides, for instance,
approved of it: “Circumcision
simply counteracts excessive lust,
for there is no doubt that weakens
the power of sexual excitement.”
(By the way, he wrote centuries
b efore a ny t h i ng re sembl i ng
modern medicine even existed.)
Research backs up this claim:
The British Journal of Urology
states that the foreskin possesses
“specialized nerve endings” and
makes up about one-third of the
penile skin. In 2013, a Belgian
st udy noted a “sig nif icant ly”
less pleasu re i n circ u mcised
males when compared to t he
uncircumcised.
A ll su r veys aside, t he only
people who can authoritatively
say whether or not circumcision
reduces pleasure are those men
who have undergone the process
in adult hood. A nd what t hey
have to say isn’t great. According
to t he Je w i sh C i rc u mc i sion
Resource Center, one man said,
“After the circumcision there was
a major change. It was like night
and day. I lost most sensation. I
would give anything to get the
feeling back. I would give my
house.” Others have had similar
experiences.
Now, as pitiable as it may be,
loss of sensation in adulthood
isn’t the main problem. No, the

main problem is taking a knife
and cutting into the genitals of
newborn children.
As you might expect, videos of
the process are not easy to watch.
When writing about this subject,
it is important to understand the
reality of what one deals with. I
think I understand now. While
I won’t go into details, the video
I saw involved a screaming that
continues to tear at my mind. I
encourage those who have their
doubts to watch such a video.
It i s t r ue; s ome c h i ld ren ,
u ndergoi ng
circumcision, fail
to cr y out at all.
A s R abbi Harold
Kushner tastefully
p u t it : “ M y s o n
cried more at his
first haircut than he
did at his bris.” The
Ben
ex pla nat ion for
Crawford
this is obvious; the
First-year
English and
child is in a state of
Russian student
shock. The stress
hor mone level i n
t he blood of t he circumcised
child (one reliable measure of
pain) continues to spike. It is
likely that they not only feel pain
but are in such intense agony
that they draw into themselves,
unable even to cry out.
A nd for what? T hose t hat
put forth health reasons for the
issue u su a l ly hudd le a rou nd
one response: They say t hat
circumcision leads to a reduction
in sexually transmitted diseases
a nd ot her i nfect ions. The
b e st e v idence s u gge st s t h at
this is correct. The A merican
Medial Association states that
circ u mcision ca n c ut H I V
infection rates by somewhere
b et we e n 4 0 p er c e nt a nd 6 0
percent.
This might mean something
i f c ondom s d id n’t e x i s t . By

practicing safe sex and keeping
well-scrubbed, one can neatly
avoid t hose r isk s. No i nfa nt
surgery is required. And what,
exactly, are the chances that the
child will get an STD before
he reaches the age when he can
decide for himself if he likes his
pesky foreskin?
A dd it io n a l l y, a s w it h a ny
s u r g e r y, c i r c u m c i s i o n c a n
go horribly wrong. Infection,
hemorrhaging and puncturing of
the urethra are risks which the
parents are willing to have their
child bear. Sometimes, children
have died as a result.
Imagine that horror, if you can.
Pa r e nt s h a v e n o r i g ht t o
decide whether or not they will
be circumcised. Such a decision
needs to be undertaken by the
individual when he has reached
the appropriate age to decide for
himself.
But those who willingly offer
their child to the knife are much
harder to forgive. They force him
to undergo a surgery that affects
no one else and never will. They
knowingly subject him to a pain
which no adult male can think of
without fl inching.
T he y m a y t a k e r e f u g e i n
the knowledge that he will not
remember this pain. But a torture
unremembered is still torture,
and no amount of surgery will be
able to make the un-whole whole
again.

WHAT’S YOUR TAKE?
Do you want your
opinion voiced in The
Daily Gamecock?
Contact viewpoints@
dailygamecock.com for
more information.

Racially charged tweets
provoke controversy
Comments reflect continuing
divide at university
Du ring an A f rican-A merican sororit y’s
Fou nder s Day, at ro c iou s com ment s a nd
backlash were thrown around for celebrating in
a common area. The initial comment — “The
black sororities are making noise in Russell
House. Someone shut them up. Black girls are
annoying as f---” — was made by a guy whose
mother is apparently black. His girlfriend then
interjected and began throwing more racial
slurs and generalizations, tweeting, “I think
black girls just get salty cause black men tend
to like white women better.” I then discovered
more tweets from other USC students and their
thoughts.
I am deeply saddened to hear this. However,
t h is a n oppor t u n it y to reach out a nd let
these people know that what they are saying
is beneat h t hem as members of t he USC
community.
Racial identity and stereotyping still exist
on this campus, even as a campus recognized
for the second time as one of the nation’s top
universities for diversity and inclusivity. But
that is quite contrary to the socialization of
“racial” groups within our schools, who based
on actions, assures that black students are made
aware that they are unequal to white students.
There is a mass recognition of white sororities
and f raternit ies on campus, and ever yone
is familiar with the school’s prestigious and
historically white Greek organizations. There
is an obvious systematic segregation in the
school’s sororit y and fraternit y system. For
instance, the Greek Village consists of only
white Greek organizations. It reminds me of
that old saying that the more things change, the
more they remain the same. Anyone keeping
abreast of t he incident s I have w it nessed
on social media has to continually remind
themselves that they are indeed living in 2014
not the 1960s.
This most recent and certainly unsurprising
account of racial intolerance is a disgrace, and
yet most people will probably say to themselves,
“ I g ue s s we s hou ld t he n c o nc lude t h at
racially and physically harassing, demeaning,
ter ror iz i ng a nd d isrespec t i ng N PHC
(traditionally African-American) fraternities
and sororities is merely being ‘satirical’ and
‘humorous’ as well.” Please, spare us.
Fo r t h e i n d i v i d u a l s w h o m a d e t h e s e
unappetizing comments on Twitter — such
as, “If you were unsure if its black sororit y
initiation week, stop by Russell House!” — we
need to make these students accountable and
have them apologize. Our African-American
fraternities and sororities strive to live by
Carolina Fraternity and Sorority Life’s four
core values of scholarship, leadership, service
and f riendship. They do so w it h gracious
professionalism and respect. They deserve to
celebrate their Founders Day, without receiving
harsh backlash as they received.
A worldview is essentially a way of thinking
that organizes all aspects of one’s life. There
are a variet y of perspectives regarding the
e x p e r ie nc e s a nd world v ie w of A f r ic a nAmericans, and I believe that if these students
are going to judge us and our culture, they
should at least be open to knowing them so
that they can refrain from making incognizant
statements.
— Brittaney Chatman, fourth-year broadcast
journalism student
CONTACT INFORMATION

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily
G a m e c o c k ’s V i e w p o i n t s p a g e
is to st imu late d isc ussion i n t he
Un iver sit y of Sout h Ca rol i na
communit y. A ll published authors
a re e x p e c ted to prov ide log ic a l
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters
to t he editor, g uest colum ns and
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should
be submitted via email to editor@
dailygamecock.com. Letters must
be 200 to 300 words in length and

include the author’s name, year in
school and area of study.
We also inv ite st udent leaders
and USC faculty members to submit
guest columns. Columnists should
keep submissions to about 500 words
in length and include the author’s
name and position.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense submissions for
length and clarit y, or not publish
at all.
A l l subm issions become t he
propert y of The Daily Gamecock
a nd mu s t c o n f or m t o t he le g a l
standards of USC Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock,
let us know about it. Email editor@dailygamecock.com
and we will print the correction in our next issue.
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Hitting (legal) milestones at 21
Student recalls celebrating
birthday, enjoying personal firsts

For many college students, the
21st birthday is all about marking
(legal) firsts — making a trip to Five
Points, buying a drive, taking a shot,
being carded.

Katie Cole

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Midnight

Hitting those milestones isn’t a
race, but it doesn’t always take long.
Take this recent three-hour Five
Points outing:

12:20 a.m.

Arrive at Pinch with
a group of about 10
people. Notice every
bar in Five Points
suddenly has a line.

Still waiting in line at
Pinch. We decide we
are too committed to
waiting at this point, so
we continue to wait.

12:35 a.m.
12:40 a.m.

12:30 a.m.

Parents leave; I
take shots with
my girlfriends.

Manage to get
parents, a friend
and myself into
Pinch.

12:50 a.m.
Called up on the
bar to take my
complimentary shot
of F i r e b a l l. I wa l k
across the entire bar
in four-inch he e ls,
kneel down and have
Fireball poured down
my throat.

Parents buy me my first
legal shot; it’s Fireball.

12:55 a.m.
1:10 a.m.

Drink vodka and
more Fireball shots
with group of
friends.

Head over to
Sharky’s to meet
more friends.

1:13 a.m.
Challenge a friend to
a chugging contest;
he chugs beer, and
I chug vodka and
some juice.

1:14 a.m.
I win in chugging.
(Okay, we tied.)

1:21 a.m.

1:20 a.m.

Bouncer asks me
for the cube root
of 125. I tell him I’m
horrible at math.

Go to Bar None and
ask the bouncer to
quiz me on my ID.

1:25 a.m.
Proceed to take tequila
shots with friends.

1:26 a.m. to 3:30 a.m.
3:30 a.m.

Closed Bar None, went back to a
friend’s house, took as many more
shots as I could. Allegedly.

Put to bed.

‘Her’ a beautiful, affecting sci-fi romance
Phoenix delivers great performance
in love story with futuristic twist
Jonathan Winchell

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“Her”
NOW IN THEATERS

Director: Spike Jonze
Starring: Joaquin Phoenix, Scarlett
Johansson, Amy Adams, Roony Mara,
Chris Pratt
Rating: R for language, sexual content and
brief graphic nudity

Courtesy of MCT Campus

Joaquin Phoenix turns in another great, subtle performance in “Her.”

In “Her,” writer/director Spike
Jonze (“Being John Malkovich,”
“Where the Wild Things Are”)
has struck the perfect note: It’s a
beaut if ul, f u n ny, mov ing and
legitimately romantic science fiction
film.
“Her” is set in the foreseeable
future, with a setting that makes
it one of the most quietly realistic
f ut u r ist ic f il ms ever made.
T heodore Twombly ( Joaqu i n
Phoenix), whose name sounds like
a Roald Dahl character, is a quiet
man shuffl ing through life in Los
Angeles. He writes letters for people
by dictating to a computer that
writes his words on handwritten
HER • 6
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HER • Continued from 5
stationary and then prints them out.
Separated from his wife, Catherine
(Rooney Mara), Theodore is lacking
companionship in his life. His longtime
friend Amy (Amy Adams) and co-worker
Paul (Chris Prat t) keep him f rom
complete loneliness, but he is sorely
missing love in his life.
W hile walk ing home, he sees an
advertisement for a new operating
system, which is accessed through a small
device like an iPhone that is the newest
technology in artificial intelligence. The
system is designed to service every need
of its user and to function as a multipurpose tool. Theodore buys one, loads
it up and begins talking to Samantha
(voiced by Scarlett Johansson), his new
operating system.
Bashf ul but intrigued, he begins
questioning Samantha and strikes up
a warm rapport with her. Before long,
Samantha starts growing in awareness
and becomes a fully formed person, just
one without a body, and the two fall in
love with each other.
The premise is one that could have
gone wrong in so many places, but Jonze
never lets it slip away. He’s not showing
a future with flying cars or jet packs
but rather one focused on characters
and their intimate relationships, human
and digital. It is rather remarkable
how believable the advancements in
technology are and how humans use
them in their daily lives.
For some, the basic premise may sound
like a crude SNL sketch in which a man
ends up humping his computer monitor,
but the fi lm could not be farther from
that. The connection Theodore and
Samantha form is more honest, resonant
and legitimately sexy than most romantic
films these days.
In a world where phones and gadgets
have become a huge distraction in
people’s lives — to the point where they
are not really living them — the idea
of forming a bond between a human
and a form of artificial intelligence is
not absurd; it’s prescient. Forget gay

marriage, the next debate will be about
marriage between human and operating
system.
Joaquin Phoenix continues to show
that he is one of the best actors working
today, going from a gnarled, alcoholic
soldier in Paul Thomas Anderson’s “The
Master” in 2012 to a nebbish writer with
a glasses and a little mustache in “Her.”
Perhaps the best performance of all is
Scarlett Johansson’s, even though there
is nothing visually to behold. Her purely
vocal performance is as good as any onscreen performance last year.
It is an especially playful detail to
cast one of the screen’s greatest beauties
and not ever show her. Her voice, aided
greatly by Jonze’s intelligent writing,
gives her a presence lacking in many of
the bimbos in most romantic comedies.
Originally, Samantha Morton was cast
in the role, and she actually was on set
interacting with Phoenix throughout the
entire filming. After shooting wrapped,
Jonze felt the performance did not fit the
film.
With Morton’s grace, the role was
t aken over by Joha nsson i n postproduction. Knowing she was working
against previously recorded footage
makes her performance especially
wondrous.
The set design has an earthy, warm hue
to it that feels paradoxically retro. The
characters do not wear monochromatic
jumpsuits or clownish, Hunger Gameslike getups, but rather lots of woolen
clothes. There are plent y of slick,
mechanical contraptions surrounding
the characters, but the future does not
seem like the nightmarish hellscape it
usually does in sci-fi film.
“Her” works on so many levels: as
a visionary glimpse into the future, a
perceptive character study and a thoughtprovoking look into the power of love
and empathy, even in the most unusual
of circumstances.
No matter what is invented or what
the future brings, in “Her,” love is what
sustains us.
DG
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EMPLOYMENT
Telecounseling Positions
Available
The Office of Undergraduate
Admissions is looking for
enthusiastic, dedicated
undergraduate students to
assist with recruitment this
year by calling prospective
students, admitted students
and their parents. Applicants
should possess strong
communication skills,
enthusiasm for USC, good
work ethic, professionalism,
and basic computer and
telephone skills. Students are
required to work a minimum of
two nights per week during the
hours of 5:00pm to 9:00pm
Monday through Thursday
throughout the school year,
except on University holidays.
Telecounseling pays $7.50/
hr, and training begins on
Monday February 3rd.
Applications are available in
the Office of Undergraduate
Admissions located on the
Horseshoe in Lieber College.
Application deadline: January
24th at 5:00pm. For more
information, please call
Alexandra Scovel at 803-7779106.

EMPLOYMENT
Best Job on Campus! Be
a Carolina Caller! Flexible
Schedule, Work Nights
and Weekends, earn up to
$8.25/hr, Fall and Spring
Positions. Apply Online
sc.thecallingcenter.com
Sales Associate Needed
Looking for a sales associate
at a children’s toy store
part-time in the afternoons/
evenings & weekends to assist
customers with purchases,
price, merchandise, and
display new inventory,
answer phone calls, run a
cash register, and gift wrap.
Must have initiative and enjoy
working around children.
Email bebeeptoys@yahoo.
com

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Flashnotes (Part-time Job)
Interested in improving your
study skills and GPA while
earning extra money. Why not
consider Flashnotes? Post
your study guides and flash
cards for all your classes,
tell all your friends, and start
making money immediately.
Visit www.flashnotes.com/
ref/yasminef. I also can be
reached at (803) 269-4346.
Email fareedy@email.sc.edu

BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5 Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury
party cruise. Accommodations
on the island at your choice
of thirteen resorts. Appalachia
Travel. www.BahamaSun.com
800-867-5018

THE SCENE

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Communication
unlock s a door to
team prosperity. Make
a f i n a n c i a l d e c i s io n
together. Exercise gets
you r blood pu mpi ng
into your brain, for clear
thinking. Imagine the
project completed, and
positive results. Do the
paperwork.

Plan a home project with
your partner, then jump
into action today and
tomorrow. Encourage
imagination. Consider
ways to re-purpose, or
give t hings away and
free up space. The gentle
approach work s best.
Convey you r deepest
feelings.

Retreat from the world
today a nd tomor row.
Con nect w it h people
remotely. Help ma ke
a decision. Copy t he
itinerary. Ask for more,
please. Something new
a r r i v e s i n t he m a i l .
Watch out for holes in
your pockets.

Build partnership today
a n d t o m o r r o w. U s e
words more than action.
You’re gaining status.
Listen to feedback .
Accept encouragement.
An efficient plan grows
your game faster. Logic
meets desire. It’s possible
to express both. Declare
your love.

Gemini

Refocus on work today
and tomorrow. You can
borrow what you need.
Have fa it h i n you r
vision, and don’t worry
about details yet. Get in
action, and things line
up. Fix something before
it breaks.

Cancer

Accept a fun challenge if
it pays well. Don’t jump
to hast y conclusions.
Increase efficiency by
r e v ie w i n g t h e p l a n .
Creativity and passion
come easily today
and tomorrow. Get a
brilliant scholar to help
you see all the angles.

S M

Virgo

Capricorn

Others ask your advice.
Yo u c a n le a r n w h at
y o u ne e d t o d a y a nd
tomorrow. Read up on
new developments. Get a
brilliant idea in writing.
Meditate before taking
action. Quick thinking
is required and available.

Let yourself get drawn
outside your safety zone.
It cou ld get i ntense.
Check public opinion
today a nd tomor row.
Consu lt a n ex per t .
Confess to the family.
Follow an enthusiastic
suggestion. Celebrate
your accomplishments.
Accept congratulations.

Learn from a risk-taker.
Push to advance. Today
a nd tomor row prove
good for business, as you
use that silver tongue.
There’s money coming,
but a lso goi ng. Send
i nvoices. Accept a n
intellectual challenge,
a nd g ive it you r f u l l
attention.

You’ll be tested for the
ne x t couple of d ay s.
Focus on the job, and
re sp ec t aut hor it y. It
comes back to you. Share
your news. Don’t spend
impulsively. Request a
favor from someone who
owes you.

Libra

Scorpio

You’re extra hot today
a nd tomor row. St ick
to the budget. It’s easy
to push for ward now.
Listen caref u lly, a nd
follow a hunch. Use your
superpowers to create
fun and magic for your
close people.

SEE YOU AT MASS 2014

Aquarius

Pisces

Coach your team
to v ic tor y. Ta ke t he
bus a nd save today
a n d t o m o r r o w. G e t
intensely involved in
your research. Shift a
household arrangement.
It’s too early to start a
project. Wait for your
partner.

SATURDAY — 4:30PM
SUNDAY — 9 & 11AM
5 & 7 PM
1610 Greene Street
On the USC Campus
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For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

National Student Exchange
NATION
COCKY

LEFT OF
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RIGHT IN
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EAR

TRAVEL

HOROSCOPES

Taurus

7

APPLICATION DEADLINE: JANUARY 31

TODAY

TOMORROW

FAMOUS OVERTURES
FROM THE USC
SYMPHONY

FOOD NOT BOMBS BENEFIT
8:00 p.m., $7
Conundrum Music Hall,
626 Meeting St.

7:30 p.m., $30 general
public; $25 senior
citizens; $25 USC
faculty and staff; $8
students
Koger Center for the
Arts, 1051 Greene St.

“CRIMES OF THE HEART”
ACOUSTIC OPEN MIC
WITH ADAM CORBETT
9:00 p.m., free
The Red Door, 134 1/2
State St.

8:00 p.m., $20 adults;
$17 seniors/military; $14
students; $10 children
Workshop Theatre, 1136
Bull St.

1/23/14
ACROSS
1 Brewpub choices
5 Bottle tops
9 Newly hatched
pigeon
14 Lower California,
familiarly
15 Mother Goose
baddie
16 Hearing-related
17 Downside of
reading in poor
light
19 Magic wand
wielder
20 PC go-to type
21 Use the ballot
23 Mlles., in Spain
24 Drive-thru
cleanings
29 Checkpoint “Hold
it!”
31 Little-known
information
32 Preﬁx meaning
“billion”
36 Harbor landing
38 Bridge positions
39 Range for indoor
comfort
42 “Tomorrow” title
singer
43 High spirits
44 1974
Sutherland/Gould
spoof
45 “Burnt” crayon
color
47 Egyptian cross
49 Staunch political
group member
51 Montezuma
subject
56 Admin. aide
57 Hawkish
58 Not so many
62 Solid baseball hit
64 African antelope
65 Muscular woe
66 Born and __
67 Prepares, as
cocktails
68 “Little” Dickens
girl
69 “Besides that ...”
DOWN
1 Helps illegally
2 Hen, vis-à-vis
eggs
3 Kick out
4 Olympic skater
Cohen
5 Apple heart

6 Turkish title
7 Doctor’s selfemployment,
and
a hint to the starts
of the ﬁve longest
across answers
8 Hombre’s title
9 Low-crime
section of town
10 Sine __ non:
essential
11 Ocean State sch.
12 River to the
Rhine
13 Activist Nellie
18 Addams Family
nickname
22 Howard
Hughes’s airline
24 Scale, as
Everest
25 Improvises like
Armstrong
26 Welcomes to the
penthouse
27 Blog piece
28 Freelance writers’
encls.
30 Zoo swinger
32 Hold tightly
33 Ancient Greek
region that was
home to
Heraclitus
34 One with no hope

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

35 Make ___: rake it
in
37 Sign anew, as a
contract
40 Thirty feet
41 Soldier of Seoul
46 Sighs of relief
48 Difﬁcult
50 “The Chronicles
of Narnia” lion
52 “___ the Greek”
53 Handle, as a
baton
54 Rain gutters run
under them
55 System of belief

57 Banana covering
58 Like “la” in Fr. or
Sp.
59 Quarterback
Manning
60 Like many lifelike
museum displays
61 Opposite of WSW
63 Buffalo Sabres’
org.

National Student Exchange
NATION
COCKY

APPLICATION DEADLINE: JANUARY 31

Come to an info session!

Come to an info session!

sc.edu/studentengagement

sc.edu/studentengagement

Thursday, January 23, 2014

8

Men’s tennis heads to ITA Kick-off Weekend
South Carolina to face pair of top-25
programs in Starkville, Miss.
Collyn Taylor

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Two matches against top-25 opponents are all that
stands between the South Carolina men’s tennis team
and national recognition.
This weekend the Gamecocks travel to Starkville,
Miss., to battle Mississippi State, Harvard and Memphis
in the Intercollegiate Tennis Association’s Kick-off
Weekend.
“This is a qualification for the top 16 teams in the
country, which is where we want to put ourselves for
the rest of the year,” coach Josh Goffi said. “This
is an immediate jump start to the season. If we can
accomplish that, we set ourselves into that upper tier
that these young guys and veterans deserve to be.”
The No. 18 Gamecocks have not had success in
recent history against the 13th-ranked Mississippi State
Bulldogs but will look to change that this weekend. But
first, they must get through another top-25 team —
No. 21 Memphis.
Goffi believes the team has the skill set to do so.
“Our guys have a ton of character. There are better
ball-strikers than us, but as tennis players go, we’re
about as good as anybody right now,” Goffi said.
“[They] understand never to panic in the face of
adversity, the ability to think objectively on the court
and apply the proper strategy. We are doing pretty well
with that right now.”
The Gamecocks are coming off dominant home
performance against Furman and The Citadel, winning
both matches 7-0. In those matches, freshmen Andrew
Schafer and Sam Swank played their first collegiate
matches and won.
This weekend, however, they will be thrust into toptier competition, and teammates like junior Andrew
Adams hope to help get them through it.
“They’ve never seen anything like the environment
they’ve been introduced to, so you constantly need
to give them moral support and tell them that they
belong there and that they are great players,” Adams
said. “When you get into the college experience, it can
be a little overwhelming because the competition is so
tough. You always need to be reminded that they are
good enough to hang with the big boys.”
To prepare for this weekend, Goffi has been
preaching to his team that they have to believe they are
good enough to compete and to expect ups and downs.
His focus in practice has been that the Gamecocks
must operate on the same page if they want to win.
“Everyday in practice — every word in practice — is
about that. It’s real simple: You talk about it, you act
like it, you embody that, it ends up being what your
team believes in,” Goffi said. “We’re finally getting
to that point where guys realize what we can bring to
the table every day and what it actually means to be a

Olivia Barthel / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Junior Andrew Adams has taken on a greater leadership role with several promising young players on the roster.
competitor.”
Conditions in Starkville could become a factor this
weekend. The forecast calls for lows that are below
freezing Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights with winds
up near 12 mph.
The team has been mentally preparing themselves
for those conditions.
“We need to be tough competitors. Our team is
known for being some of the toughest competitors out
there, and that’s the reason we are where we are today,
because we are absolute warriors on the court. We may
not be the best tennis players, but at the end of the
day it’s all about competing,” Adams said. “That’s the
biggest thing for our team, and that’s the biggest thing
going into this weekend is being tough.”

Gamecock seniors set
for last home matchup
SEC Championships on horizon
for swimming, diving teams
J.P. West

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The G amecock sw im m ing a nd
diving teams will get back in action
this weekend after two weeks off when
they take on two formidable opponents
in Queens Un iversit y and W ingate
University.
Coming off a huge win against Duke
and a berth in the top-25 polls for both
the men and women’s teams, confidence
is sky-high in and around the Carolina
natatorium as the teams look forward
not only to this weekend but also to the
SEC championships in mid-February.
Adding to t he importance of t his
race is the fact that it’s also senior day
for a class of 13 that it credited with
cha ng i ng t he c u lt u re of t he ent i re
program. Seniors like Matt Nevata and
Gerard Rodriguez aren’t downplaying
the importance of the moment.
“It’s def initely a special moment,”
Rodriguez said. “Many people think
it’s just one more meet like t he last
home meet, but it’s not. Pretty much
every athlete’s family is going to be out
here to support us. My class has been
together for four years, so it’s defi nitely
something we deserve to celebrate.”
Navata ag rees t hat while at hletes
should treat all contests with the same
enthusiasm, senior day will be different
from any other meet he has competed in.
“I think it’ll be more nerve-racking
than anything,” Navata said. “It’s not too
often that you get all the seniors and all
their families together. ... I think we’re
just more or less excited.”
Coach McGee Moody raved about
the senior class and emphasized how
important the group’s success has been
to the program’s status.
“What’s most important for me this

weekend is t hat we have a group of
seniors that this is the last time they’ll
swim here and it’s a very special group
t hat’s come t h rough here,” Moody
said. “It’s a special time watching them
walk up the pool deck for the last time
knowing that they’ve really poured their
life into this program and university for
the past four years.”
Moody went f u rt her to point out
how much the class has improved in its
leadership and its athleticism.
Howe v e r, t he r e a r e s t i l l ple nt y
of s w i m mer s w it h a lot to g a i n a s
individuals, especially for those who
are on the cusp of qualifying for NCAA
competition.
“Once I stepped onto t he college
scene, it has always been my goal to make
NCA As in anything, and through the
four years that I’ve been here, I’ve found
that the 400 IM is my best event hands
down,” Navata said. “I’ve been lifting
as much as possible, and I’m confident
in my training, so hopefully everything
works out for the best.”
Moody said his focus this weekend
isn’t necessarily on the two teams the
Gamecocks will be facing, but the 13
other teams that will be competing at
the SEC championships in a few weeks,
because he knows that’s when a team
really makes their mark.
Rout ine, he said, was t he biggest
element this weekend in preparation for
that five-day event in Athens, Ga.
“The big thing about this weekend is
that a lot of it is about routine, because
this is a back-to-back, Friday-Saturday
race,” Moody said. “We have a conference
meet at the SEC championships really
like no one else in the country. It’s a
five-day meet. It starts on Tuesday and
doesn’t end until Saturday night, so we
need times where we have back-to-back
races that can get us in that routine.”
DG

With a dominating performance at home, the
Gamecocks believe they can compete with — and even
beat — any team that they face this weekend and look
to leave the ITA Kick-off Weekend with victories over
two top-25 teams.
“I’m pretty confident that we can come out this
weekend with two wins. The two teams we play this
weekend don’t outmatch us by any means. I think we
are more than ready to take both teams down, and
again, anything could happen, but we are about as
ready as we could be to go into this weekend,” Adams
said. “There’s really nothing stopping us.”

DG

Men’s basketball
falls to 0-5 in SEC
with loss at Georgia
The South Carolina men’s
basketball team hoped to
pick up its first conference
w i n when it t r aveled to
At hens, G a., Wed nesday
night to take on the Georgia
Bulldogs.
But the Gamecocks found
t hemselves on t he wrong
end of a blowout against the
Bulldogs, falling 97-76.
South Carolina gave up
the lead in the third minute
of the game and didn’t lead
aga i n for t he rest of t he
night. The 21-point defeat
comes after South Carolina
(7-11, 0 -5 SEC ) lo s t it s
previous three SEC contests
by an average of just four
points.
Four Gamecocks scored
i n double d ig it s on t he
night, with freshman guard
Sindarius Thornwell leading
the way with a career-high
26 p oi nt s . We d ne s d ay ’s
game is the second in a row
i n wh ich T hor nwel l ha s
scored more than 20.
Senior Brenton Williams
and freshmen Duane
Not ice a nd Jaylen Shaw
joined Thornwell in double
figures, turning in 18, 14
and 12, respectively.
South Carolina ran into
trouble on the glass again,
gett ing out rebou nded by
t h e B u l l d o g s 39 -27 o n
t h e n i g ht . S o p h o m o r e s
Laimonas Chatkevicius and

Jeﬀrey Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Freshman guard Sindarius
Thornwell turned in his
second-straight game with
over 20 points in Wednesday’s
loss to the Georgia Bulldogs.
Michael Carrera shared the
team lead with six boards
apiece.
G eorg ia wa s paced by
forward Nemanja Djurisic’s
22 points. He was one of five
Bulldogs to score at least 10
points in the contest.
Still in pursuit of their
f i r s t S E C v i c t o r y, t h e
G a mecock s w i l l head to
Columbia, Mo., Saturday to
face the Missouri Tigers.
— Compiled by Danny
Garrison, Sports Editor

